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Airborne Precautions prevent transmission of infectious agents that remain 
infectious over long distances when suspended in the air (e.g., rubeola virus 
[measles], varicella virus [chickenpox], M. tuberculosis, and so on. 

The preferred placement for patients who require Airborne Precautions is 
in an airborne infection isolation room (AIIR).

– Single-patient room
– Monitored negative pressure to the surrounding area
– 12 ACH for new construction and renovation
– 6 ACH for existing facilities
– air exhausted directly to the outside or recirculated through HEPA filtration 

before return
– AIIR should have an ante-room (FGI, ASHRAE).

A respiratory protection program that includes education about the use of 
respirators, fit-testing, and user seal checks is required in any facility with AIIRs.
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