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Qualification Process for 
Air Tightness Testers in 
the UK

Government Framework

The English and Welsh governments released a framework in December 2014 for 
the air tightness testing industry known as the MTC 

Minimum Technical Competence for Air Tightness Testing in Buildings for England and Wales

The MTC defines the following:

▪ Tester levels

▪ Minimum knowledge and understanding for each level

▪ Routes to gaining and progressing levels

Northern Ireland and Scotland also adopted this framework
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Tester Levels

Level 1

▪ Building up to a gross volume of 4000m3

▪ Building must be tested as a single entity

▪ Building must be tested with a single fan

Level 2

▪ Any building where the entirety of it is tested

▪ Large non-domestic building extensions can be tested

▪ Multiple fans can be used

Level 3

▪ Complex buildings tested as zones
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Minimum Knowledge & Understanding

The MTC identifies National Occupational Standards (NOS) 
associated with each tester level.

The NOS are organised into key functions associated with 
both undertaking a test and running an air tightness testing 
service

Each NOS has performance criteria that demonstrate 
competence and minimum knowledge and understanding 
needed to meet this criteria

There are 7 NOS that apply to all levels and then an 
individual NOS specifically for each tester level
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NOS for all tester levels

NOS Key Function

ASTATT1 Prepare to carry out air tightness testing

ASTATT2 Prepare a building for air tightness testing

ASTATT5 Prepare and issue air tightness test report

ASTATT6 Calculate the area of building envelopes

ASTATT7 Manage all calibrated equipment

ASTATT8 Initiate and progress contracts with clients

ASTATT9 Quality assure the air tightness testing process
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Routes to Gaining and Progressing Levels

Training and Assessment

Attend a course and pass the exams:

▪ Practical exam assessing if the tester undertake a test

▪ Theory exam of understanding testing, the test standard and building regulations

▪ Envelope area exam where drawings are provided for a building

Provide Evidence of Competence 

The tester has experience of testing and can demonstrate it:

▪ Technical review of 5 previous tests including envelope area calculations

▪ Pass a technical interview

▪ Pass a witnessed test

NVQ or Other Recognised Qualification

This route is listed but does not exist
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Competent Person Schemes

There are currently 2 competent person schemes in the UK for air tightness testing

Both schemes use the MTC and NOS to assess competence of their members

Both schemes are named in the building regulations of each country in the UK although it is not 
mandatory for testers to join a competent person scheme

Each of the schemes maintain separate databases of tests and they are not publicly available

ATTMA currently has 443 registered testers 

This is on average 615 tests per day
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Competent Person Schemes

Building Regulation 43 states the following:

“ A local authority is authorised to accept, as evidence that the requirements of paragraph (2)(a)(ii) 
have been satisfied, a certificate to that effect by a person who is registered by Elmhurst Energy Systems 
Limited or the Air Tightness Testing and Measurement Association in respect of pressure testing for the 
air tightness of buildings. ”

With this wording it means that it is not mandatory to be a member of a competent person scheme to 
do air tightness testing in the UK

Being a member of a competent person scheme does stop a lot of questions being asked by Building 
Control or Verifiers (Scotland)

Certificates can be issued instead of a full report if a tester is a member of a competent person scheme 
due to the wording in both the ATTMA test standards and CIBSE TM23
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Authorised Training Providers

ATTMA operates a network of Authorised Training Partners (ATP).

The courses of an ATP are audited to make sure all the content in the NOS included to initially gain 
approval and then every 3 years to maintain this status.

UK

International

Elmhurst Energy Systems Ltd accepts course certificates from all ATPs in the UK. They do run their own 
air tightness testing courses but they have not applied to become an ATP so delegates have to use the 
provide evidence of competence route rather than the training and assessment route to join ATTMA. 
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