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• doors and curtains 

Standards 
to keep out 
the draught 
It's been a long time coming. But, 

after year- of lobbying from the 
Draught Proofing Advisory 

Association Ltd (DPAA), the first 
British Standard Code of Practice for 
the installation of draught proofing, 
BS 7880, has been published. 
It describes the correct selection, 

installion, fitting and maintenance of 
draughtstrip materials "to ensure max
imum effectiveness and lifespan". 
Although the new document applies 

only to the housing sector, the DP AA 
reveals that the British Standards 
Institute has given approval for a new 
standard for the industrial/commer
cial market - Specification for Draught
s trips of Industrial, Commercial and 
Public Buildings. DPAA chairman 
Mike Humphries claims the market 
will expand from £15 million to £20 
million when the specifications are 
put into practice. 
"There are two fundamental require

ments of a draughtstrip," explains 
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Humphries. "The first requirement is 
that it should be flexible enough to 
maintain contact with the opposing 
face ensuring a good seal whilst 
accommodating changes in the gap 
size of the door and window, which 
are due to seasonal movement. 
"The second requirement is that the 

fitting of draughtstrips does not cause 
an increase in the operational force 
resulting in difficulty in opening and 
closing the door or windows. 
"Correct fitting of draughtstrips will 

ensure maximum performance of the 
seal over its working life, combined 
with the minimum effect of the door 
or windows operation." 

He points out that draughtstrips 
which are incorrectly fitted by being 
over compressed result in very high 
closing forces to the opening elements 
and limited life span of the seal. 

UJhe purpose of the new Code of 
Practice is to ensure the most 
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~ Over 350 windows have been 
repainted and draughtstripped at 
County Hall in Kingston upon 
Thames, Surrey 

suitable materials are used and cor
rectly fitted to ensure maximum work
ing life, but more importantly, ensures 
that the safety of the occupants is not 
compromised," says Humphries. 

David Geraghty, DPAA vice-chair
man stresses that particular attention 
is needed to maintain an adequate air 
supply to combustion appliances, if 
draught control is to be both safe and 
effective. "On average, perimeter gaps 
around doors and windows account 
for about 16 per cent of the total area 
of ventilation openings in dwellings. 

"Only rarely do these gaps account 
for more than 50 per cent of the total 
area in Individual dwelling , so firring 
of draughtstrip , or the application of 
sea lants, can significantly reduce ven
tilation, but will rarely eliminate it." 
The new Code offers practical guid
nce on the fitting of draught trip 

and sealant · in buildings with open
flued ·pace heating appliances and for 
fluele dome tic ga appliances. 

A spillage test is included ro deter
mine that products of combustion are 
still effectively removed by the flue 
after draughtproofing has been fitted. 

Humphries reports that many envi
ronmencally conscious organisarions 
and local auth ride are using draught 
proofing to increase pr fil"S and reduce 
running costs. Surrey County 
Council, which, as part of a refurbish
ment programme, carried our a major 
draught proofing programme at 
County Hall, Kingston. Foll wing the 
external painting of the building - and 
removal of the 1970s draught proof
ing from the sa h window · - new 
draught proofing was applied. 

The project was carried out in two 
phases. In 1995, 244 windows were 
painted and draught proofed followed 
by 131 windows the following year. 
The contracts involved the applica
tion ofKleeneze Sealcech's brush edge 
-eal in white plastic carrier externally 
and pile edge seal, also in white plas
tic carrier, internally. 
The old draught proofing was said to 

be brittle and not functioning prop
erly, particularly where the windows 
had warped. The new draught proof
ing takes up this disfiguration, thus 
elimating further draughts. EIBI 
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