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ABSTRACT 

The use of natural ventilation components as an enhancement for the ventilation systems has 

become more desirable in the building sector. The natural ventilation systems play a crucial 

role in reducing the carbon footprint from space heating and cooling through applications of 

low carbon technology and heat recovery unit. Low carbon technologies such as windcatchers 

and turbine ventilators are commonly used in commercial, educational, and industrial buildings 

for providing thermal comfort within a building and minimising carbon emissions. This study 

proposes to investigate a new concept of home ventilation systems integrated with a vertical 

axis wind turbine. The study aims to achieve a more detailed understanding of the proposed 

system in terms of ventilation performance for both air extraction and supply of air by a turbine 

ventilator type. The simulation results of the proposed design of a turbine ventilator to meet the 

Building Regulation’s minimum ventilation rate requirement are presented. Having considered 

a wind speed at 6 m/s, the maximum exhaust flow rate induced by the turbine ventilator was 

captured at 87.52 l/s, whereas the maximum air supply flow rate of 38.25 l/s induced by the air 

intake vent (AIV) was observed. To improve performance of the AIV, the simulation results of 

two modified versions (AIV1 and AIV2) show an increase in supply ventilation rate of 5% and 

20% for the AIV1 and AIV2 respectively. As the proposed turbine ventilator is a primarily 

design, the results from this study indicate a promising potential of the ventilation system 

combined with a powerless turbine ventilator for domestic dwellings. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The UK and EU are committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% in 2050 

compared to emission levels in 1990 transitioning to a low-carbon economy. HAVC (heating, 

ventilation and air-conditioning) system is a part of domestic buildings that is to warm up and 

cool internal occupied spaces, which provides acceptable indoor air quality (IAQ) and a 

comfortable environment in buildings through ventilation. In domestic dwellings, though air 

infiltration and natural ventilation are the primary ventilation method, it is considered less 

efficient in terms of energy savings for the building (Rhodes, 1995). Energy consumption of 

HVAC systems in building services accounts for 50% to 60% of the total energy consumption 

(Dimitroulopoulou, 2012; Ahmad et al., 2016). On the other hand, mechanical ventilators play 

a crucial role in a ventilation system where it can controllably provide consistent ventilation. 

With application of heat recovery, mechanical ventilation can have a significant impact on 

reducing energy consumption in buildings (Dodoo et al., 2011). However, they found that 

mechanical ventilation with heat recovery (VHR) system reduced the energy consumption for 

space heating and also increased the electrical energy consumption for its operation.  

The reduction in energy consumption for heating and cooling is one of the global challenges 

as to achieving goals for decarbonisation in the building sector. As a part of the European 

Strategic Technology plan, the need of low carbon technologies for heating and cooling from 
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renewable energy sources has been highlighted in the past years. Applications of low carbon 

ventilation technologies e.g. powerless ventilators pose a prominent solution for reducing 

energy consumption in buildings (Tan et al., 2016). Powerless ventilators hold a potential to 

facilitate ventilation, reduce energy consumption and improve IAQ through the use of a 

renewable energy source - wind (Lai, 2003; Khan et al., 2008a; Tan et al., 2016).  

With application of low carbon ventilation technology, a reduction in of energy demand with 

efficient supply can be achieved by using renewable energy resources. The drive of this research 

is to pursue a path of the nearly zero-energy building (NZEB) programme by the European 

Commission as a contribution for decarbonisation of heating and cooling in domestic dwellings.  

This study is hypothesised to develop a new concept of home ventilation system by 

employing a wind driven turbine ventilator, as a means to reduce energy consumption and 

improve indoor air quality in a building. The proposed concept is to employ the new design of 

a turbine ventilator through modification based on a commercial wind-driven ventilator. This 

new turbine ventilator is designed to be capable to facilitate ventilation for both supplying fresh 

air and exhausting stale air. Thus, this study aims to achieve a more detailed understanding of 

the proposed system in terms of ventilation performance for both air extraction and supply of 

air by the turbine ventilator.  

2 LITURATURE REVIEW  

The influence of ventilation systems can affect heating and cooling loads in domestic 

dwellings, which results in energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions (Guillén-

Lambea et al., 2016). Heating and cooling loads are one of the primary sources that has an 

impact on residential energy consumption. As reviewed by Pérez-Lombard et al. (2008), the 

energy consumption of heating, ventilation and air-conditioning (HVAC) servicing in UK 

residential buildings accounts for 62% of the total energy consumption. Moreover, HVAC 

systems in building services can consume 50% to 60% of total end use energy (Ahmad et al., 

2016). Therefore, the role of energy efficiency improvements is essential as a means to indicate 

the minimisation of energy consumption in buildings by implementing more energy efficient 

technologies and government policies (Peter G. Taylor et al., 2010). Ventilation technologies 

play a crucial part in energy efficiency improvements regarding energy concerns. Ventilation 

systems: natural or mechanical supply/exhaust types have significant impacts to improve IAQ 

and minimise energy consumption in domestic dwellings. However, optimisation of the 

ventilation systems usually depends on climate zones, heating & cooling demands and air 

quality requirement (Santos and Leal, 2012; Hesaraki et al., 2015; Guyot et al., 2018; Delwati 

et al., 2018; Zemitis and Borodinecs, 2019).   

The use of natural ventilation components as an enhancement for the ventilation systems has 

become more desirable in the building sector. Low carbon technologies such as windcatchers 

and turbine ventilators are commonly used in commercial, educational and industrial buildings 

for cooling and ventilation purposes (Khan et al., 2008a). Powerless rotating or turbine 

ventilators are a wind-driven air exhaust technology that facilitates ventilation in domestic and 

industrial buildings (Khan et al., 2008b). Turbine ventilators are widely used especially in warm 

countries as an exhaust ventilation system to ease the intensities of poor IAQ and cooling loads 

of buildings, which reduces the energy consumption (Lai, 2003; Tan et al., 2016). As the climate 

gets warmer, energy consumption for more cooling demands of buildings can be reduced by 

employing turbine ventilators. However, overventilation can be an issue when applying this 

technology; Streckienė et al. (2018) found that the amount of air in a building was exhausted 

12 to 41% more than its requirement. Khan et al. (2008b) also pointed that the use of the 

technology can cause energy losses in mild climate countries where the conservation of heat 

energy is needed in winter. Although turbine ventilators are the energy efficient technology for 

buildings in warm countries, there is a lack of robust studies on application of turbine ventilators 

in a ventilation system for domestic buildings in mild climate zones. 



Another natural ventilation technology is windcatchers commonly used in education and 

industrial buildings to facilitate ventilation by wind and stack effect and to reduce cooling loads. 

In mild climates, a natural ventilation with heat recovery system can be achieved with 

windcatchers by employing a heat exchanger (Saadatian et al., 2012). An example of the 

windcatcher with heat recovery system is the Monodraught’s Windcatcher HX with its 

capability of delivering cooling ventilation and heat recovery (Monodraught, 2020). However, 

when retrofitting conventional residential buildings, windcatchers have not been commonplace 

(Khan et al., 2008a; Jomehzadeh et al., 2020). 

Decarbonising heating and cooling has become a hot topic in regard with the reduction in 

greenhouse gas emissions. Mechanical ventilation system usually consumes electricity for its 

operation (Russell et al., 2007; Lai et al., 2018; Delwati et al., 2018). Replacements for a more 

renewable and energy efficient technology are highly desired. This leads to the fundamental 

technique through the use of natural forces. Turbine ventilators hold a potential not only for 

ventilation in buildings, however, there is a lack of research on employing turbine ventilators 

in a balanced (supply & exhaust) ventilation system.  

3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 CFD modelling 

CFD analysis was conducted to explore flow patterns and performance of new design of a 

turbine ventilator. Numerical simulations were performed using SimScale and Autodesk CFD. 

The geometry of the turbine rotor domain is shown in Figure 1, where the diameter of the 

turbine, D is 400mm and the duct size, d is 140mm. The study of Alom and Saha (2019) showed 

that an elliptical blade profile exhibited better rotor performance than other blade profiles; semi-

circular, Benesh and modified Bach rotors by 20.25%, 19.49% and 17.28% respectively. The 

elliptical blade profile was adopted with the blade height of 300mm, and the exhaust duct was 

extended 75mm from the rotor base. Furthermore, the air intake vent was designed to be 250mm 

high with a 35mm gap between louvers, which acts as a windcatcher, allowing fresh air flowing 

into building. A circular air intake vent was modelled with four openings (See Figure 1c). 

 

Figure 1.  Schematic: (a) principle of the proposed turbine ventilator, (b) the geometrical parameters of the rotor 

domain, (c) air intake vent and (d) CFD computational domain setup. 

3.2 Turbulence modelling, boundary conditions and grid details 

The k-epsilon model, one of the most widely used turbulence models, is a robust model that 

is proficient in economically simulating a wide range of mean flow characteristics for turbulent 

flow conditions with reasonable accuracy. The standard k-epsilon turbulence model based on 

RANS was adopted in practical applications of many studies due to its good convergence and 

relatively low computation cost, which provides a reasonable estimate of complex flows 

through and around the turbine ventilator  (Lien and Ahmed, 2010; Jadhav et al., 2016; Lan et 

al., 2021). 

The present study adopted an CFD simulation approach of the wind tunnel domain setup for 

numerical simulations by Jadhav et al. (2016). The approach is a replication of the physical test 

rig for a wind tunnel. The whole computational domain consists of two primary regions: the 



flow domain and the chamber (see Figure 1d). The overall size of the computational domain is 

3D for the upstream x 5D for downstream extending to a width of 2.5D for both the right and 

left side boundaries and a height of 2.5D, where D is the diameter of the turbine ventilator.  

Boundary conditions were assigned to each face of the computational domain. The entry of 

the computational domain upstream was defined as a uniform velocity-inlet boundary 

condition. The inflow rates were set to a variety of velocity magnitudes of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

m/s, which was applied in the simulation. The rotation of turbine ventilators started when the 

wind speed was higher than 2 m/s (Rimdžius et al., 2018; Chen et al., 2019). A pressure outlet 

boundary condition was assigned to the end of the domain downstream of the turbine ventilator, 

in which the pressure was set equal to 0. 

Due to the complexity of the geometry, tetrahedral meshing was employed to capture the 

flow characteristics in proximity of the geometry of interest, and to ensure the cell skewness 

was less than 1 and close to 0. The maximum skewness of the mesh was targeted to be equal to 

or less than 0.85 for a high-quality mesh (Lien and Ahmed, 2010; Ghanegaonkar et al., 2018; 

SIMSCALE, 2020). The total cell count of the computational domain was 2.12 million. The 

global maximum cell size was 4mm. 

4 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 Performance investigation of the initial turbine ventilator model 

Settings for the velocity inlet are velocity magnitudes of 1 m/s, 2 m/s, 3 m/s, 4 m/s, 5 m/s 

and 6 m/s in the CFD analysis. The initial investigation was carried out by performing CFD 

simulation of the proposed turbine ventilator model with two different blade profiles of 2 blades 

(2B-TV) and 10 blades (10B-TV). This allows to quantify the influence of the turbine blade 

profile on the ventilation performance in terms of exhaust volume flow rate. CFD simulation 

of the 2B-TV with a throat diameter of 140mm was analysed. Figure 3a shows the velocity 

contours of the 2B-TV at different velocities. The contours of velocity were captured at 100 

mm above the cylindrical base of the rotor domain. Having observed the flow pattern, a small 

region of recirculating flows appeared on the convex side of the blade at the top region facing 

the incoming flow direction. High velocity contours were captured at the convex side of the 

duct on the downstream. These highlighted zones have the influence on pressure distributions 

(see Figure 4). High pressure distribution can be recognised where the recirculation is formed. 

On the other hand, low pressure distribution is distributed on the duct subjected to high velocity 

contours. 

In Figure 4, the correlations between high velocity and low pressure or low velocity and high 

pressure were captured and observed at 100 mm (a & b) and 160 mm (c & d) above the rotor 

base. The flow behaviour around the turbine ventilator is illustrated in Figure 4a, which 

indicates the recirculation zone of the incoming flow on the convex side of the returning blade 

(in the red circle) defecting the rotation of the turbine ventilator. This means the highlighted 

region is stagnant and creates a large pressure gradient on the blade convex (Tian et al., 2019). 

As a result, the flow separation was formed around the edge of the blade with a low-pressure 

region associated to a relatively high velocity. As the flow separation takes place, the flow 

behaviour in the middle region of the rotor indicates the swirling pattern of the flow as shown 

in Figure 4c. The swirling flows were produced near the inner edge of the returning blade. This 

allows the airflow to be removed and exhausted by the turbine ventilator from the duct. In 

Figure 4c, the upward arrows of the swirling flow represent the exhausted air being extracted. 

To further observe, the region where the swirling pattern produced has the influence on 

generating negative pressure as shown in Figure 4d. As a result, the more negative the pressure 

the better performance of air extraction is for the turbine ventilator.  



 
Figure 3. Velocity contours of the 2B-TV (a) and 10B-TV (b) at different velocities.  

 

Figure 4. Velocity and pressure contours at velocity of 4 m/s. 

For the 10B-TV model, CFD simulations were performed with a range of velocities between 

1 m/s and 6 m/s. When the incoming flow interacts with the rotating blades, the stagnation 

region is formed which leads to the reduction in wind velocity of the rotating blade as shown 

in Figure 3b. Furthermore, the development of the separated flow is located at the top of the 

turbine ventilator, creating low pressure area. The incoming flows started entering the inner 

domain of the turbine ventilator from the top left corner and leaving through the bottom, causing 

the inner flows swirling in the interior of the turbine ventilator (see Figure 5). This behaviour 

of inner flows becomes the factor as the force contributing to the turbine rotation (Tian et al., 

2019). It is observed that the interaction of the inner flows within the rotor caused a vortex to 

exist at the top right above the duct as shown in Figure 5b, which leads to the reduction in 

pressure around its area. The effect of stagnation region (in black circle in Figure 5a) caused 

the large positive pressure occurred on the tip of the returning blade zone (in red circle in Figure 

5c). With an increase in wind speed of the inner flow coming through the rotor, it is observed 

that the development of negative pressure was influenced by the inner flow velocity as shown 

in Figure 5d. It indicates that the 10-blade profile had a great impact on the pattern of swirling 

flows to induce greater extraction flow rates. 

The performance of the AIV was assessed against an induced flow rate entering through the 

AIV model. The CFD simulation was performed under a steady state condition and with an 

angle of the wind flow inlet at 0°. The CFD result of the AIV model at a velocity magnitude of 

6 m/s is exhibited. Figure 6a shows the distribution of velocity field at the bottom of the AIV 

supply channels, where the induced flow passes through the opening on the windward side of 

the channel. The vector of velocity indicates the flow patterns of the oncoming wind from the 

windward side captured and induced by the AIV, while the airflow can be seen leaving at other 

channels (see Figure 6b). 

In Figure 6c, it is notable in the velocity contours that the recirculation zones were formed 

on outer wall at lower edge of the louver bend (in red circle) after the airflow entered the inlet 

opening. This flow separation is caused by a sudden change in the flow direction at sharp 

corners at the bend, which leads to a negative impact on the performance of the supply airflow 

rate (Alsailani et al., 2021). As the flow keeps moving towards the rear wall, it accelerated the 

formation of a larger recirculation zone and flow separation to take place. 



 

Figure 5. Velocity and pressure contours at 4 m/s of the 10B-TV at 300 mm above the cylindrical base. 

The pressure contours of the cross-sectional plane of the supply channel indicate a large 

pressure gradient produced near the upper wall of the bend, as well as at the louver (See Figure 

6d). This indicates that the high-pressure area has a negative impact on the loss in the air flow, 

which leads to a decrease in mass flow rate in the air supply channel. Having performed CFD 

simulation at a velocity of 6 m/s, the result of the average pressure of the AIV supply channel 

was captured at 27.26 Pa, while the AIV induced the air supply rate of 38.25 l/s. Given the 

numerical results of its ventilation performance, there are still rooms for improvements in terms 

of minimising in flow losses through modifications of features of the AIV. 

 

Figure 6. AIV velocity contour and cross-sectional plane: (c) velocity and (d) pressure contour.    

The comparison of the numerical results of the ventilation performance between the 2B-TV 

and 10B-TV models. The results of exhaust mass flow rates were plotted against wind speed 

(See Figure 7a). It is noticeable that the 10B-TV greatly outperformed the 2B-TV by 66% after 

the wind speed above 2 m/s. Given the velocity speed at 6 m/s, the exhaust mass flow rate 

extracted by the 2B-TV did not meet the benchmark of the ventilation rate of 35 l/s for 

dwellings. On the contrary, the 10B-TV managed to satisfy the minimum ventilation rate at the 

velocity speed of 3 m/s with the extracted volume flow rate of 35.59 l/s. By comparing the 

ventilation performance between the two models, it is evident that the 10B-TV model 

demonstrates the better performance for exhaust ventilation flow rates.  

To validate the CFD results of ventilation performance of the 10B-TV model in this study, 

the results were further compared with the experimental and numerical results produced by 

(Khan et al., 2008b; Ghanegaonkar et al., 2018). The results of 300 mm and 250 mm straight 

vane turbine ventilators obtained from the experiment of Khan et al. (2008b) and a 600 mm 

curved turbine ventilator by Ghanegaonkar et al. (2018) were considered for the comparison 

against the CFD results of the present study. In Figure 7b, it is observed that the results of the 

present study were found to be in agreement with the results of a 250 mm straight vane turbine 

ventilator by Khan et al. (2008b).Though there is difference in size of the throat diameter, the 

10B-TV with a throat diameter of 140 mm is capable to induce air flow as much as the 200mm 

turbine ventilator. Nevertheless, the overall trend in ventilation performance of the 10B-TV 

was shown to be in good agreement with the results of other studies.  

 



 
 

Figure 7. Comparison of the ventilation performance: (a) 2B-TV and 10B-TV and (b) with other studies. 

The simulation results of the volume flow rates induced by the AIV model were plotted 

against a range of velocity from 2 m/s to 6 m/s as shown in Figure 9a. It indicates that a linear 

relationship of the increasing induced flow rates is influenced by increases in wind velocities. 

With the suggested ventilation rate, he induced flow rates of the AIV meet the minimum 

requirement for 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms when the wind speed remains at 3.8 m/s, 5 m/s, 5.5 m/s 

and 6 m/s respectively.  

4.2 Performance investigation of modified turbine ventilator model 

With 50% increasing the height of blades, the mass flow rates can be improved by 13.5% 

(Khan et al., 2008b). A decrease in blade height was considered in this study to determine the 

differences in performance of the turbine blades to be more efficient at a lower wind speed. In 

Figure 8, it demonstrates the formation of vortices taking place in the mid region of the rotor 

with respect to an increasing wind speed. With interactions of the incoming flow on the 

windward side of the modified 10B-TV, a stagnation point was formed, where the local velocity 

is equivalent to zero. Consequently, the large positive pressure was produced on the convex 

side of the returning blades (see Figure 8b). This stagnation point flow extended towards the 

upper along the rotating blades. With deacceleration from the stagnation point flow, a flow 

separation was taken in place upstream of the rotor domain. The distribution of pressure was 

determined by the flow velocity, where the large positive pressure was formed in the low 

velocity area. Inversely, the low-pressure area was taken place at the high velocity region. 

Hence, the exhaust flow rate of 45.18 l/s at a 6 m/s wind speed was obtained. The exhaust flow 

rates obtained from the CFD simulations were plotted against with respect to different velocities 

(see Figure 9b). It is observed that the performance of the modified 10B-TV was better than the 

2B-TV by between 32% and 45% after passing 3 m/s, while it underperformed with almost 

50% difference comparing to the 10B-TV. 

 

Figure 8. The modified 10B-TV: (a) velocity contour and (b) pressure contour. 



 

Figure 9. (a) Volume flow rates induced by the AIV model and (b) Comparison of ventilation performance. 

Furthermore, the development of recirculation zones of the AIV is due to separated flow 

formed near corners at the bend. This leads to an increase in flow losses, resulting in a pressure 

drop. To reduce a drop of pressure in the AIV, altering features of the AIV profile was 

considered. Since flow separation and recirculation zones occur at sharp corners of the bend, 

the 90° bends of the louvers at inlet opening were simplified as the AIV1 model (see Figure 

10). Alsailani et al. (2021) found that adding guide vanes in the bends could substantially 

improve the uniformity of air flow within the supply channel, which led to an increase in airflow 

rate up to 29%. Hence, the modified AIV2 model was modified by rounding sharp corners at 

the bend and adding guide vanes at the end of the inlet opening. The CFD results of the modified 

AIV1 and AIV2 at a velocity of 6 m/s are presented. Figure 10a shows that the size of 

recirculation zones (in the red circle) was reduced when compared to the large recirculation 

zones of the AIV in Figure 6c. This allows an increase in air flow to travel inside the supply 

channel, which reduces pressure drop in the supply channel as shown in Figure 10b. The supply 

flow rate of air supply induced by the modified AIV1 was determined at 40.83 l/s with respect 

to a wind speed of 6 m/s.  

Moreover, in Figure 10c. It is observed that the formation of recirculation zones compared 

to the AIV was not reduced as much as expected. Noticeably, the air flow increased due to the 

influence of the rounded corner and guide vane directing the flow at the separation point to 

travel the same way. The maximum velocity of 8.37 m/s was measured in the channel and 

considered higher compared to the modified AIV1 with the maximum velocity of 6.81 m/s. 

Hence, it results that the pressure drop was significantly reduced with the design of the modified 

AIV2 as shown in Figure 10d. It is clear that the corelation between air flow and pressure, when 

pressure decreases, reversely air flow increases. The volume of supply air flow rate was gauged 

at 48.11 l/s. With the influence of these modified AIV1 and AIV2, the ventilation performance 

of the AIV can be improved by 5% for the modified AIV1 and 20% for the AIV2. 

 

 

Figure 10. Velocity and pressure contours: (a) Modified AIV1 and (b) Modified AIV2. 



5 CONCLUSIONS 

The present study was conducted to initially investigate a new concept of home ventilation 

system integrated with turbine ventilator, as a means to reduce its energy consumption and 

improve indoor air quality in a building. A model of a turbine ventilator was designed to be 

capable of both supplying fresh air in and exhausting stale air from a building. The primary 

focus of the study was to explore the ventilation performance of the proposed turbine ventilator. 

CFD simulations were carried out using SimScale and Autodesk CFD to predict the ventilation 

performance of the proposed turbine ventilator.  

CFD simulations were first carried out to explore the influence of blade profile by testing a 

2 blade (2B-TV) and a 10 blade (10B-TV) models. For air extraction, the numerical results 

show that the 10B-TV outperformed the 2B-TV by 66% at velocity speed 3 m/s and above. The 

maximum exhaust flow rate induced by the 10B-TV was captured 87.52 l/s at a wind speed of 

6 m/, which exceeded the minimum ventilation rate. Although a modification of the 10B-TV 

was made, there were no improvements for ventilation performance. Validation of the CFD 

results was conducted by a comparison with experimental results from other studies. It indicated 

the results of the present study were found to be in agreement with the results of a 250 mm 

straight vane turbine ventilator by Khan et al. (2008b). The initial design of the air intake vent 

(AIV) was tested, which result in the maximum flow rate of air supply of 38.25 l/s at 6 m/s. 

However, the AIV did not meet the minimum ventilation rate. The AIV was modified in order 

to improve it ventilation performance. As a result, the modified AIV1 and AIV2 induced a 

higher supply flow rate than the original AIV by 5% and 20% respectively. With the results of 

the AIV2, the minimum requirement for 5 bedroom was satisfied.  

As the proposed turbine ventilator is a primary design, the study shows a promising potential 

of the proposed home ventilation system integrated with the turbine ventilator. With further 

improvements, this new concept of ventilation system could be a greener alternative for future 

home ventilation for new builds or conventional houses. The application of powerless turbine 

ventilator to induce exhaust air flow rate through the roof is effective and efficient for the 

industrial buildings. However, it is deemed as unnecessary for domestic ventilation systems, 

mainly due to required working environment, visual pollution for some homeowners and 

unreliable resource for operation. It is being underrated in a ventilation strategy as compared to 

HVAC, where it is considered more efficient in terms of both energy saving and ventilation. It 

will be cheaper and greener for domestic dwellings if a new ventilation system integrated with 

a low carbon turbine ventilator that maximises a natural source of wind energy for ventilation 

and energy saving can be developed. 
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